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Parranda-Open Door 3/15/54. Cabaret Theatre at 55 W 3 presents an Afro-Cuban 
dance-musical starring Tally Beatty with Musa Williams and Doris White...The Kin 
and I- St James closes 3/20/54.e.Gilbert & Sullivan Repertory- President 3/25 
Gmerican Savoyards Compeny directed by Dorothy Raedler presents a 10 week repertory 
season after a year long nationwide toursseKind Sir-Alvin closds 3/27eeeThe King of 
Hearts- Lyceum 4/1/54, Elaine Perry presents Jean Kerr-Eleanor Brooke comedy with 
Donald Cook, Jackie Cooper,Cloris Leachman, Walter Kerr directed, 


Current Theatre Reviews 


The Golden Apple» Phoenix» 3/11/54 6 rave or near raves, 1 mild pro and 1 con 
notice filed by Wwe daily oritics on the new musical by John Latouche and Jerome 
Moross presented as the third production of the season at the 12th St. playhouse, 

4ll departments received « share of the plaudits including the cast headed by Jack 
Whiting, Kaye Ballard, Bibi Osterwald, Stephen Douglass and Jonathan Lucas, the 
dances stazed by Hanya Holm, the costumes by Alvin Colt and the sets by William and 
Jean Eckhart. Producers T. Edward Hambleton and Norris Houghton and director Nor-= 
man Lloyd also were praised for putting together a delightful musical version of 
what might happen if Homer tale of Ulysses was set in Washington State in 1900, 
Chapman,News, billed it as the best thing that has happened in and to the theatre in 
a very long time- refreshing, tangy, delight ful,intelligent. Watts Post, listed it as © 
the best new musical of the season. Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, loved the naughty, 
colorful,funny musical with young,fresh ami eager performers, He cheered dance dir- ~ 
ector Holm as star of the proceedings, An unqualified rave, McClain, Journal American, 
summed up his notice as, Thomson, subbing for Kerr,Herald Tribune, enjoyed the 
lyrics but thought the abundance of music,33 songs, were just so-so, The sole con 
notice was filed by Atkinson,Times, who admitted sho was the only literate new mus- 
ical of season, but feared thet despite its bright surface, its content is thin, 
Others noted show needed ironing if ever moved uptownes 


Three Penny hg De Lys 3/10/54. Split notices greeted the Carmen Capalbo~ 


Stanley Chase production of Kurt Weill*s version of the classic story with book 
gnd lyrics by Maro Blitzstein,g Weill's widow Lotte Lenya and Charlotte Rae shared 
the notices, but second to the Weill music itself, 3 mild pros were recorded by 
Funke, Times, Hawkins, ‘T&S, and Watts,Post, Times drama edita applauded Blitz- 
stein for providing words to fit music of the authentic contemporary masterpiece, 
Hawkins enjoyed the provocative musewnh piece, while Post man thought show is worth ° 
seeing for the music itself, “Harrison, Herald Tribune, Chapman,News, Coleman,Mirror, 
and McClain, Journal Ameriom, vetoed proceedings most because they felt the book 
and lyrics translated by Blitzstein from the German by Bert Brecht was dated and 
pretentious, Latter reviewer wishes Blitzstein would adopt a more intelligible lang 
Ua LCs 


Out of Town Tryouts 


Waltz, due at Broadhurst April 7, is gratifying eMterbaisment 
by a group of-ghow business wise folk having a footlight clambelse,sums up Bone, 


Varioty-New Havens comedy hee bright dielugme, fine guting, 
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' Off Broadway ' 


Jean Giraudoux' Electra, which 
hes never been produced here, will 
be presented by the Playhouse Actors 
Company, Henry St. Settlement Play- 
house,466 Grand St on April 16 with 
Archie Smith directing, ..Shakespeare 
Guild will present Hamlet with a non 
Equity cast April 15...Bthan Frome 
is the next production of Curren 
Stages, opening in April. Leon Stev- 
ens has replaced Bob Kamelot as gen- 
eral managereeseElsa Pohl, Charles Aid- 
man,Ward Asquith,Alex Berko have been 
added to cast of Broadway Chapel Play- 
ers production of Fry's The Boy Wite 
A Cart. 


Rope, Bill Gess' production of 
the mystery classic presented at Gell- 
endre Studios,was enjoyed by Morehouse, 
World Telegram & Sum, Columnist found 
performances by Jan Merlin and David 
Waldor and Mark Remsey's direction 
first rate. Group will present play 
for several weeks in April at the 
same location. 


Haven ih the Dark, Originals Only 
production of Paul Nord's drama, added 
2 moré con notices to its file, Var- 
iety mugg panned it as a tasteless 
tale, while Greenberg, Show Business, 
billed it as a@ confusing potpourri in 
which the acting ani direction are 
dogged. 


The Heart, Equity Library’ 
Community eatre production, won 
approval. of Rice, Post and Funke,?imes,. 
Rice recommends it to all whose who 
like to have their faith in human 
‘nature renewed every now and then, 
Times editor agreed that play,written 
in 1945, is durable. Terence Kilburn 
in the lead was applauded by both men, 


Ramon de Alba is presenting Rob- 
inson Jeffers The Cretan Woman and 
Charles Weidman's dance play version 
of Lysistrata at President March 12- 
20s First 50 patrons of each performance 
who submit a written critical appraisal 
of show will get a cut of 10% of pro- 
ducers share of profits if the product- 
ion cf same pays off. Press was not in- 
vited to join in offere 


Theatre Book Comments ' 


"The Confidential Clerk" by T.S. Eliot 
( Harcourt Bios) is hard to judge from 
the printed text, comments Eaton, Herald 
Tribunee What might seem funny at the 
theatre, does not in print. Instead critic 
rated it as a silly device to bring about 
a iv. trite remarks unworthy of Eliot. 


"Europe-On the Aisle” by Claudia Cass- 
idy( Random House) reveals the Chicago 
Tribune drama critic in love with Europe, 
reports Downing, Variety. Few travel books 
since Halliburton have contained such head- 
long passages of purple prose. She trans- 
mits much of her job in remarkable des- 
criptive paragraphs. 


1 ‘Theatre TV & Radio Notes ' 


Rodgers and Hammerstein will present 
a 90 minute musical cavalcade of musical 
excerpts fron eno South Pacfic, 
King and I, Carousel, Allegro, Me and Jul- 
will be on NBC TV & CBS TV 


let. Progrem 
March 28 at 8 PM EST. 


Waltér Woolf King will be seen daily 
on @ 15 minute show on WABD Du Mont start- 
ing March 15..dMartin Starr, WINS Broad- 
way reporter,leaves air March 19 after 6 
years on that station...Robert E. Sher- 
wood's "+.ckbone of America" original TV 
play 111 be seen April 18 on NBC TVeee 
ANT Album will be telecast on closed cir- 
cuit to 50 theatres throughout country on 
May 23. Equity has ruled each performer 
must receive $300... "Conversation with 
Ben Graver as moderator will discuss lit- 
erary, theatre,eto subjects with guests 
starting March 27 on WNBT at midnighte 


Tune WNBC (NYC) Ben Graver 7 30 AM day 
after opening for "CD" quotes of reviews 


Vaudeville 


New Radio City Music Hall show headed 
by George de Witt...Palace show features 
Eddie White and 7 other acts, 


| 


' Green Room Department 


CRITIQUE ON CRITICS..«eNYC reviewers are,on the whole, congenial fellows and men of 
good will, sums up Markel,Times. But same are affected by a kind of inbreed- 
ing. Some tend to regard themselves as combinations of Supreme Court, FBI and 
Department of Sanitation, Sunday editor wonders at times whether there might 
not be more faith,more hope, and especially more charity from the NY critics. 


COLIMN TIP...What drama critic panned @ leading man of a hit who had once courted 
the gal of reviewer, asks Winchell...You can get mauled if you happen to be 
sitting in an aisle seat of a divan at intermission time,warns Sullivans 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..eBroadway producers could have learned much from the “Junior 
Frolice" revue staged by the Inner Circle,group of NY political reporters, 
hints Chapman,News, They could have learned that the revue still can be funny. 
ecobvery part of a play has to be alive at every moment, advises Atkinson, 
TimesseeThe"fourth wall" of the theatre is cracking, and it may go tumbling 
down into the orchestra pit nearly any minute, comments Kerr, Herald Tribune. 


Teahouse of the August Moon and The Solid Gold CadiJlac are two current shows 
that invites the eaisass Go participate in the priwctions 
QUOTE DEPT...«'March comes in like lion and goes out like lamb" quote oan be traced 


back to John Fletcher's Wife For Month 17th century script, reports ABC 
Taylor Grant. 


SEAT ECONQMICS...Broadway playgoers who are economy minded confine their visits 
to the theatre to Mondays through Thursdays, and he skips the musicals al- 
together, points out Gaver, UP. Top price of $4.80 for non-musicals, Monday 
through Thursday,has been $4480 for adecade, But the signs that this may 
not continue much longer? ate increasing. Week-end tariff is now $6. Divans 
in non-musicals now sell at $7.80 per seat, and for musicals might cost $10. 


COSTIME COMMENT. eeThough some theatre-goers have expressed considerable puzzlement 
at the underlying message of The Confidential Clerk, Kilgallen, Journal Amer- 
ican, confines her pondering to Ina Claire's second act costume and who talked 
her into wearing it. The lavender lace dress and the red hat,plus the lavender 
shoes and lavender purse show that either the star has flipped or lost a bet. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES,e,Nobody at the Herald Tribune wants to review tHe play, Kerr, 


Herald Tribune, told Lewis,Cues Director of King of Hearts noted that because 
everybody on the staff suddenly has an old football injury or relatives who 
are coming to tow, an outside man will review the show, 


' Pros & Cons by MK ' * "CD" Gift Coupon * 

The Golden Apple, a bright musical CRITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC 
filled with talented people and mountains show news, reviews,comments. Tiokets, 
of lovely costumes and sets, has enough critics reports. Drama books,records, 
good song material for one good show,.But theatre on TV. Special summer features. 
it also presents enough bad material for Perfect gift for "stage struck".$l0 
two bad amateur musicals, Proper editing year. $12.50 foreign. THEATRE REVIEW 
and bright dialogue could make it the HEPORTS $1 back titles, 
most delightful musical in towneesNo one 
will ever figure out why ardent fans face ___Bill Me Later Check Attached 


barren 2 weeks without any openings and 
shen must squeece in 4 or 5 the Mrst week 
in April, 


NY theatre producers have two less possible houses to book their incoming shows 
into than they had last week. The Vanderbilt will be torn down foliowing the clos- 
ing of Ruth Draper's one women show. Until another building is to be erected,the 
site will be used as a parking lot. The Century, which has housed some of the big- 
gestmusicals in the past, has been rented for 5 years to NBC TV, Shuberts rented 
the theatre to broadcasters to replace the Center Theatre, which will soon be torn 


dome The Avon, which was torn dom several weeks ago, is now being used as a park- 
ing lot. 


Plays 


Shows that closed include His and Hers, Lullaby, The Winner, Ruth Draper show, 
Climate of Eden, No Exit...Three Penny Opera pos poned Tts opening one night to out 
half hour from produotioneselhe Pejama Game has booked the St. James for a May 2 


debut...Rodgers and Hammerstein have picked Russell Nype for the lead in next fall's 
Pipe Dream, 


People 


Judy Lynn has taken over Polly Bergen's role in Almanuc...eFriends of Robert 
Rosg have contributed $2400 to Actors Fund. Margalo Gillmore has resumed her role 
in Kind Sir, which closes March 27¢..Lee Bowman has joined cast of Magic and Loss 
eoeRoObert Rounseville, Helena Bliss, arjorie Gateson, Jack Albertson, Juanita Hall 
will appear in Show BoatessNY state entertainment agents' fee legally raised to 
10% by State SenateseeNY State bill okmying liquor in NY theatres has been shelved 


for this year, Times reportse.Milton Shubert is no longer employed by Shubert 
Enterprises, Variety reports, 


Other Broadways 


Milwaukee's Davidson Theatre, a legitimate house for 64 years,will be torn 
down next month. The Pabst is thus the sole remaining legitimate theatre in town 


cool Am A Camera with Dorothy Tutin was highly praised by London critics..sBrit- 
te - rifament Will act on bill to control nonprofit producing companies which are 
ax C66 


Theatre Record Notes 


The Girl in Pink Tights cast will make its Columbia Records album this week-end 
eseCapitol has acquired the original cast album rights to = The Beautiful Seaeece 
Frank Music has published the scare of The Pajama Gameeee RC ctor will issue a 
New Faces album with Eartha Kitt based on Songs she sings in film versiones 
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